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SASF Name Retired
Going Back to our Roots
     The Animal Protection League 
(APL) has been in existence since 
1996 (doing business as Stockton 
Animal Shelter Friends) to promote 
foster care and adoption of healthy 
animals at the Stockton city/county 
animal shelter.  APL’s mission is 
to save the lives of cats and dogs 
in our community.  Since our 
focus is Stockton and surrounding  
communities we are retiring the 
Stockton Animal Shelter Friends 
name and will be known only as 
Animal Protection League.  Our 
website address bears the 209 name 
to identify us with the Stockton 
area. 
     In an effort to reduce pet 
overpopulation, APL has 
performed feral cat spay/neuter 
clinics since December of 2008.  
Targeted spay/neuter efforts began 
in March 2010 for areas in the 
community with the highest intake 
numbers at the shelter.  Both of 

these campaigns have been funded 
through grants from PetSmart 
Charities™.  APL will continue to 
seek funds, donations, and grants to 
be used to fulfill the organization’s 
goals. 
     The main goals of APL are: 
•   Increase adoptions of animals 
into responsible, humane 
environments. 
•   Increase redemption rates so 
more owners find their lost pets. 
•   Reduce the number of cats and 
pit bulls in our community through 
targeted spay/neuter programs. 
•   Reduce the population of feral 
cats in our community through 
targeted spay/neuter programs. 
•   Educate the public in animal 
responsibility. 
•  Establish a new open-admission 
regional shelter or explore the 
feasibility of renovating the existing 
facility to improve the living 
environment of the animals. 

Spay/Neuter Clinic Successes
     We also spay/neuter 
“community” or “porch” cats for 
Stockton residents who care for cats 
that are without a real home.  We 
have many regulars who practice 
Trap/Neuter/Return (TNR) of 
feral cat colonies within Stockton, 
helping to reduce a burgeoning cat 
population.   If you’re not familiar 
with the TNR philosophy, it is a 

     The APL-Pet Overpopulation 
Task Force (POP) Spay/Neuter 
Clinic opened on December 7, 
2008.   Since that time we have 
been spaying and neutering shelter 
dogs and cats in an effort to 
reduce the cost of adopting shelter 
animals.   Through the clinic, the 
cost of surgery is deducted from the 
adoption fee for animals we alter.  

process by which cats are humanely 
trapped, vaccinated, and spayed or 
neutered.  Stray cats (cats socialized 
to humans) and kittens are adopted 
into homes.  Healthy adult feral 
cats are returned to their outdoor 
homes where their lives are greatly 
improved without the strains of 
mating behaviors and pregnancy.
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APL Wish List
copy paper

pens & highlighters
linoleum cleaner

paper towels
dog sweaters

large garbage bags
canned pet food

     It’s hard to believe it has been 
over five months since I retired 
from my career of 30 years and 
took over as Director of Animal 
Protection League.  Since coming 
on board, we’ve had a very exciting 
summer!   On the administrative 
side of things, we are in the 

process of going back to our roots 
using our original name, Animal 
Protection League.  Our adoption 
adventures included  developing 
a new adoption partner from 

the State of Washington, PUP 
(People United for Pets), while 
our fundraising efforts included 
Carole Cox hosting a fundraising 
mega-garage sale, and many of our 
volunteers participating in a very 
successful barbecue fundraiser, the 
Cups for Pups adoption event in 
partnership with Starbucks Coffee, 
and distributing over 3,000 door 
hangers promoting the PetSmart 
grant funded spay/neuter program.  
To top it all off, our nonprofit spay/
neuter clinic is going strong!
     As Thanksgiving has passed and 
the Holiday season is in full force, I 
want to take time to thank the APL 
volunteers for their tireless efforts.     
Many of you already know we had 
to lay off a majority of our staff.   
The economy has hit us hard, just as 
it has so many others.  Volunteers 
have had to step up to the plate 
to clean the Adoption Center and 
take care of the animals housed 
there.  It has been very difficult at 
times and  I cannot find the words 

to express my appreciation to those 
of you who have come forward and 
increased your volunteer efforts to 
keep the Center open.  Without our 
volunteers, these animals would 
never have an opportunity to 
experience a second chance at life.
     Even with financial strains, the 
work continues to mount.  The 
Stockton Animal Shelter is bursting 
at the seams and we constantly get 
calls from people needing help with 
their own pets, or strays they have 
tried to help.
     It’s been an exciting year, but 
there is much work left to do!  I 
come to you today, asking for your 
financial assistance in making 
Stockton a better place for animals 
to live and thrive.  In this season of 
giving, please give our local animals 
a second chance. Make your 
year-end tax deductible donation 
today at www.apl209.org or use 
the enclosed envelope.  No matter 
the amount, every penny helps!

From The Director
Tammie Murrell

APL Find New Digs
     Starting on February 1, 2011, APL will have a new address.  We’ve 
outgrown our current location and are moving across the street.  The 
phone number will stay the same.  Make it a point to come check out the 
change!

Animal Protection League
7602 Murray Drive #106

Stockton CA  95210
209/957-3647



Teri of PUP cuddles one lucky pup.

Dogs stacked and ready for travel
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Dog Rescue Partnership
Saving Small Breeds with PUP
     Early this summer, a small 
dog rescue group from Issaquah, 
Washington contacted animal 
shelter staff and asked if they could 
come and pull small dogs (under 
25 pounds) from our shelter to be 
adopted in Washington State.  We’re 
always open to opportunities to 
increase adoptions, and this seemed 
like a great opportunity to get some 
of the small dogs in the Stockton 
Shelter a new life up North.
     During the first adoption run  
we got to know Laura Tonkin, the 
Director of PUP-People United for 

Pets (www.peopleunitedforpets.
com).  As we talked with Laura and 
Bernadette, who uses her home and 
acreage in Chehalis to house and 
test dogs prior to adoption, about 
our programs including our spay/
neuter clinic, we all  quickly realized 
the opportunity to form a long term 
partnership.  Our staff decided, with 
much excitement,to make several 
runs a year to Washington where 
PUP foster homes take care of the 
dogs until adoptions are facilitated.   

For stories on where the Stockton 
dogs were placed, see the PUP 
Facebook page.    
     Within a few months, Bernadette 
and Tari, a PUP volunteer, made 
a second run to Stockton.   With a 
third run in sight for October, the 
transportation at the Washington 
end fell through unexpectedly.  
However, Diane Egan , an APL 
volunteer, stepped up to the plate, 
offering her truck and horse trailer 
as a transportation vehicle!
An APL volunteer group spent 
the first week of October working 
with Laura and Bernadette via 
the internet selecting the dogs we 
would be taking to Washington.  
With the help of Darlene Vote, 
Jenifer McCollum, Jonathan 
Northrington, RVT Isaac Ramirez, 
Lisa Chase, Dr. Kathy Allan and Dr. 
Timothy Groves, along with many 
other volunteers, 37 dogs were 
selected, all of which were  spayed 
or neutered, tested for Heartworms, 
vaccinated, and given completed 
Health Certificates..
     On Friday, October 8th  at 5AM, 
Diane, Mariann, Darlene, Jonathan, 
Jenifer and Tammie met at the 
Shelter and loaded 36 small dogs 
and one lucky, larger Australian 
Shepherd in the horse trailer.  By 
6 am, we were headed North on 
I-5, with 37 dogs on the way to a 
new life in the Great Northwest.   
As savvy travelers, we packed ice 
chests with goodies and sandwich 
fixin’s and stopped only for gas 
when we needed it.  After a long 
drive, we arrived at Bernadette’s 
home in Chehalis, WA at 8:30 PM.  
It was a drizzly Washington evening 

when we began unloading the 
dogs.   Laura, who lives about two 
hours from Bernadette, met us and 
took six of the dogs that were going 
directly to foster homes.   The joy 

these little dogs expressed at the 
end of their long journey was a 
sight I will never forget.  It was as 
if they knew that this tiresome trip 
was only the beginning of their 
new journeys. 
     After the dogs were fed and 
bedded down for the night, Diane, 
Mariann and I enjoyed a rewarding 
dinner with Bernadette.  Although 
the long hours of towing along the 
West Coast made this one of the 
most tiring trips of my life, it was 
also one of the most rewarding…
And we can’t wait to do it again!
To date, PUP has facilitated the 
adoptions of over 100 dogs and 
17 cats from the Stockton Shelter.   
They are a first class rescue 
organization,a pleasure to work 
with and an asset to the Stockton 
APL adoption programs.  

Be a foster parent

to a dog, cat,

puppy or kitten!  

956-3647
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     We are very hopeful that our 
clinic, along with the efforts of the 
nonprofit ACT Spay/Neuter Clinic 
(www.acatteam.org/) are making a 
difference in the overpopulation of 
cats in our community.  
     Here are our spay/neuter 
numbers as of December 5, 2010:

     

APL Cat Surgeries:            531*
     Total Cat Surgeries:         1,583
     Shelter Dog Surgeries:       711
               Total Surgeries:    2,294
* Cats pulled from the shelter and
   adopted to forever homes

     Many animal shelters and rescue 
groups are reporting negative 
affects from the poor economy; 
Stockton’s animal shelter is no 
exception.  However, our efforts to 
control the cat and dog population 
through spay/neuter and 
encouraging adoption of shelter 
animals seem to be improving the 
situation.   These numbers indicate 
there is still a LOT of work to do, 
but even in a bad economy, we’re 
heading in the right direction!
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Jan-Jun
2010

Intake

Jan-Jun
2009

Intake

Jan-Jun
2010
Euth

Jan-Jun
2009
Euth

Euth
Rate
2010

Euth
Rate
2009

Euth 
Diff

Dogs 3,460 3,241 1,500 1,575 43% 48% -5%
Cats 2,989 3.197 1,838 2,305 61% 72% -11%

Happy Holidays from APL!

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

P A I D
Permit No. 744
Stockton, CA

Animal Protection League
P.O. Box 1863

Stockton CA  95201


